








such that a button can be pushed highlighting surfaces that 
might be appropriate for solar electricity generation. Further 
refinement of the economics for the particular surfaces is 
already available in BIPV Designer.  
 

 
Fig 9: BIPV Designer Graphical User Interface. 
 
In January 2007 the BIPV Designer software was 
transferred to an open source licensing arrangement. 
Currently we have a Google Wave project open to look at 
third party SketchUp plug-ins that could utilize the BIPV 
Designer engine. Google Wave is a new online tool for real-
time communication and collaboration. If interested in being 
involved with the Wave, please e-mail the author. 
 
 
5.  CONCLUSIONS 
 
Federal governments have a strong role to play supporting 
resource assessment tools. Resource assessment supports 
national security interests, electrical supply and transmission 
infrastructure planning for solar implementation. State 
governments can facilitate economic expansion, and new 
energy economic activity from solar energy due to targeted 
resource assessment visualization tools as seen with the 
CEC PIER analysis. Local governments can empower 
citizens with individualized solar resource assessment as 
seen with Sun-Area. Businesses can provide added value for 
“what-if” analysis to optimize solar systems performance as 
seen with precigeoSolarTM. Google can provide the world 
with CAD tools that create a paradigm shift in the way 
humanity designs buildings, capitalizing on solar resources 
in the built environment by integrating the visualization of 
solar resource assessment into their world wide distributed 
software offering SketchUp.  
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